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ELASTIC ARTICLE SUSPENSION DEVICE FOR AN INFANT 

Fip.ld of Invention 
The present invention relates to an 
elastic article suspension device for an infant and 
in particular to a device that prevents toys and 
other articles from touching the ground when 
restrained in the device and enables easy retrieval 
of the object. 

It is a well-known fact that when infants 
are seated in a highchair or stroller and offered 
toys to play with, or a bottle to drink, at some 
point they will generally knock or throw the toys or 
objects over the side of the highchair or stroller, 
allowing the toy or object to land on the floor or 
ground. 

Oftentimes the ground is dirty, forcing 
the parent to constantly clean the article so that 
if the infant places it in his or her mouth they 
don't run the risk of picking up germs from the 
ground. Also, a child's favorite game is to throw 
objects over the side of the highchair necessitating 



repeated retrievals of the object from the ground. 

Therefore, there continues to be a need 
for a device that is adapted to be suspended from a 
highchair or table and which will securely hold toys 
and allow them to be suspended from the highchair 
enabling a third party or the child to retrieve the 
object. Further, since infants will generally put 
anything within reach into their mouths, there is 
also a need for a device with a covering for ease of 
cleaning. 

Summary of the I nvention 

It is an object of the present invention 
to provide for a novel and improved suspension 
device which is easily attached around the arm of a 
highchair or the like. 

It is another object of the present 
invention to provide for a novel and improved device 
which is easily transportable. 

It is another object of the present 
invention to provide for an elastic suspension 
device that has a protective cover that is easily 
washed. 

It is another object of the present 
invention to provide for a novel and improved device 
that helps in developing the motor skills of an 
infant . 



It is a further object of the present 
invention to provide for a novel and improved that 
prevents toys from touching a dirty, unwashed floor. 

It is a final object of the present 
invention to provide for a novel and improved device 
that allows easy retrieval of an object. 

In accordance with the present invention, 
there is provided an article suspension device with 
encircling means for surrounding an object, an 
elastic loop and a length of cord having a first end 
secured to the elastic loop and a second end secured 
to the encircling means. 

The present invention further includes a 
method of retrieving a toy or object. The method 
comprises positioning a toy within an adjustable 
loop of an elastic article suspension device, 
attaching the adjustable loop to a first end of the 
length of elastic material having an encircling 
member attached to a second end of the elastic 
material and detachably securing the encircling 
member to a fixed or stationary object. 

There has been outlined, rather broadly, 
the more important features of the invention in 
order that the detailed description thereof that 
follows may be better understood, and in order that 
the present contribution to the art may be better 



appreciated. There are, of course, additional 
features of the invention that will be described 
hereinafter and which will form the subject matter 
of the claims appended hereto. In this respect, 
before explaining at least one embodiment of the 
invention in detail, it is to be understood that the 
invention is not limited in its application to the 
details of construction and to the arrangements of 
the components set forth in the following 
description. The invention is capable of other 
embodiments and of being practiced and carried out 
in various ways. Also, it is to be understood that 
the phraseology and terminology employed herein are 
for the purpose of description and should not be 
regarded as limiting. As such, those skilled in the 
art will appreciate that the conception, upon which 
this disclosure is based, may readily be utilized as 
a basis for the designing of other structures, 
methods and systems for carrying out the several 
purposes of the present invention. It is important, 
therefore, that the claims be regarded as including 
such equivalent constructions insofar as they do not 
depart from the spirit and scope of the present 

invention. 
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Figure 1 is a front view of an elastic 



article suspension device in accordance with the 
present invention; 

Figure 2 illustrates a perspective view, 
partially in section, of the encircling portion of 
the present invention; 

Figure 3 illustrates an enlarged side 
view, in elevation, of the adjustable loop of the 
present invention; 

Figure 4A illustrates in a partial 
sectional view the adjusting member in a non- 
compressed position of the present invention; 

Figure 4B illustrates a partial sectional 
view of the adjusting member in the compressed 
position of the present invention; and 

Figure 5 illustrates the suspension device 
of Figure 1 in use. 

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiment 

Referring to Figure 1, an article 
suspension device 11 has a suspension member 21 
forming a continuous encircling loop 13 at a first 
end 25 and an adjustable loop 31 secured at the 
opposite end 27. The suspension member 21 includes 
a length of cord or elastic 19 that is adapted to 
extend over the edge of a highchair 49 or stroller. 
The encircling loop 13 may be formed of a length of 
cotton material but may also be formed of nylon 



webbing or any other type of material capable of 
being fastened or releasably secured together. A 
circular loop is formed by permanently securing, 
releasably fastening, buttoning or otherwise 
attaching a free end portion 12 to a base portion 
17. An alternate embodiment as shown in Figure 2 
include fastener 15 and may include a snap fastener, 
VELCRO®, a button or any other type of releasable 
fastening. The encircling loop 13 may also include 
an eyelet opening member 14 which allows for 
attachment of a suction device 16 as shown in Figure 
2. Alternative fastening means, such as a suction 
device 16 may be utilized for securing the 
suspension device to a highchair, stroller or table 
top. For example, as shown in Figure 2, end portion 
25 may be attached to a plastic suction cup 16 which 
is capable of adhering to most surfaces through the 
use of suction. A carabiner or similar type of 
encircling connector could also be substituted or 
attached to the encircling loop 13. 

The base portion 17 is attached to the 
suspension member 21 which includes a length of cord 
or elastic 19 which can be covered with a cotton 
fabric covering 18 or waterproof fabric to provide 
for easy cleaning of the device. The covering 18 
also prevents the cord 19 from stretching beyond a 



certain desired point if heavier objects are 
attached to the adjustable loop 31. Attached at end 
27 is an adjustable loop 31 which is formed as a 
continuation of the cord 19. The adjustable loop 
31 is inserted through an adjustable clamping device 
23 which has a body member 33 as shown in Figure 
3 having dual material-receiving openings 35, 35 1 
extending along a parallel axis with one another on 
opposite sides of a clamping member 37. Each pair 
of aligned openings 35, 35' are designed to receive 
a length of the cord 19 for adjusting the 
circumference of the adjustable loop 31, and the 
adjustable clamping device 23 has a slidable gate 38 
normally urged to a closed position by a spring 
member 41 in a slot 42 within the clamping device 23 
as illustrated in Figures 3, 4A and 4B. The gate 38 
has opening 39 normally offset from the openings 35, 
35 1 in the open position to engage a length of the 
cord 19. By manually depressing the gate 38, the 
opening 39 moves into alignment with the openings 
35, 35 1 thereby allowing for free passage of the 
cord 19. 

The adjustable loop 31 is formed by 
placing a free end 26 of the cord 19 through the 
receiving openings 35 and 39, forming a loop and 
then placing the free end 26 of the cord 19 through 



the opposing receiving holes 35 1 and 39 where it is 
secured with a knot or clip so that the loop 31 is 
capable of being adjusted for holding a toy, baby 
bottle or any other similar type object. The 
suspension line 21 may also be adjustable in length. 
If a shorter length is required, a length of the 
cord 19 may be encircled around the arm of a 
highchair, shortening the length of the suspension 
line 21. 

Figure 5 illustrates suspension device 11 
in use, the encircling loop 13 serving as a carrying 
strap or handle which may then be encircled around 
an arm of a chair 43 or any other similar type 
opening on a highchair or stroller. Prior to 
attaching an article to the adjustable loop 31, the 
encircling loop 13 is wrapped partially around the 
arm of a chair 43 or highchair. The adjustable loop 
31 is threaded through encircling loop 13 forming an 
encircling member 45 around the arm 43 of a 
highchair 49. 

In an alternate embodiment, as shown in 
* Figure 2, the encircling loop 13 may be comprised of 
a length of a flexible strap 47 with a fastening 
device at one end 15. The encircling loop 13 may 
then be wrapped around the arm 43 of a highchair 49 
and releasably fastened at one end. 
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The adjustable loop 31 extending from the 
suspension line 21 is positioned around a toy, baby 
bottle, sippy cup or any other similar type article. 
The adjustable loop 31 may be tightened through use 
of the adjusting device 23. The user simply places 
a thumb or forefinger on the slidable gate 38 and, 
while applying pressure, forces the slidable gate 38 
to move in a similar direction to the spring 41, 
causing release of the material contained within the 
receiving slots 35, 35 1 of the body member 33. See 
Figure 4B. 

Once the adjustable loop 31 is positioned 
securely around a toy or other object and the 
encircling loop is attached around the arm of a 
chair 43, the infant may play with the toy and throw 
it over the side of the chair 49. The . suspension 
device 11 is designed to securely hold toys or other 
objects in such a manner that the toys or objects 
are not continuously being thrown onto the ground. 
As long as the length of the suspension line 21 is 
adjusted correctly, the toy or object will not touch 
the ground, but will be suspended from the highchair 
49. The infant may then pull the suspension line 21 
for easy retrieval of . the object, thereby 
contributing to the development of the infant's 
motor skills or the object can simply be retrieved 
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by a third party and placed back on the tray table 
51 of the highchair 49. 

It is therefore to be understood that 
while several forms of invention are herein set 
forth and described, the above and other 
modifications may be made therein without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined by the appended claims and reasonable 
equivalents thereof. 
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